
MEDLAR-with-WESHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Town Council meeting held on Tuesday,  23rd September  2025 at 7.30 pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre

PRESENT:         Councillors:  Elizabeth Bickerstaffe (Chair)  L Nulty, I Nicols Hogg, A Hunter,  P Enright, K Moreton, P Desmond 

IN ATTENDANCE:		Ruth Ross (Town Clerk), Cllr J Ledger
 Wesham Bowling Club representatives
								
APOLOGIES:			Councillors P Enright, T Rackham


CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS

Members are reminded of the standard of conduct they must adhere to during Town council meetings

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members
Standard declarations of interest by councillors
Cllr Bickerstaffe – an interest in items relating to Wesham C of E School (Governor)
Cllr L Nulty – an interest in some issues relating to Mill Farm being a neighbour and an interest in items relating to Kirkham Food Bank (volunteer)

25/98  APPROVAL OF MINUTES of the Council Meeting held on 15th July 2025 
Proposed:   Cllr I Nichols Hogg     Seconded:  Cllr K Moreton   

25/99 MATTERS ARISING
Any item not covered by agenda or action list  - none

25/100 POLICING ISSUES
No policing reports available.  Website Police.uk was last updated April 2025.  
Cllr L Bickerstaffe and Cllr A Hunter met with the new PCSO 

25/101  PLANNING 
25/0324 - Pennine View, Weeton Road - objection sent to planning officer on 08/08/25 - awaiting response
25/0413 - Taylor Wimpey 250 dwellings on Weeton Road.  
Cllr T Rackham put together a response following on from the Public Meeting to be held 10th September in the Community Centre. Approximately 60 residents attended.  
Corrections and additions were discussed to be added to the response regarding use of agricultural land, additional traffic issues.  Access to proposed new development is on a blind bend which is an accident hotspot.
There is no record of percentage or type of affodable housing to be put on the plan for the development- this is to be requested.
Contribution to play areas on Fleetwood Road would have to be considered and also a sizeable play area on the development on Weeton Road.
25/0535 - Mowbreck Hall Farm - Biodiversity Plan & condition 5 Habitat Mgmt (25/0188)
[image: ]
The council discussed the above planning application and it was mentioned that if all the work is carried out as per the planning application then there would be no objection from the council.
25/0523 - 10 Douglas Ave.  Single Storey Rear Extension
The council have no objection to this.  Dealine for objections 14 October

25/102  LICENSING LIST - Lane Ends Pub, Weeton Road.  To advance opening hours from 7.30 am for sale of alcohol as they are starting to service breakfasts.  Council voted in favour but if it becomes an issue residents views should be taken into consideration.  Town Clerk to send response to licensing@fylde.

25/103  PLAYING FIELDS AND OPEN SPACES

a)Open Spaces Contract -  

Ask Pickervances to fill in the gaps in the shrubbery at the front of the Community Centre and Car Park.  Town Clerk to discuss this.
Been in touch with I Curtis at FBC regarding contact renewal and MWTC are under the threshold with R Pickervance.  As they are a local firm and know the town’s and the councils requirements we can ask for quotes 3-5 years.  SLA to be looked at.  The previous SLA to be reviewed.                


b)Fleetwood Playing Fields – Bench replacement.  Ordering benches from Glasdons.  Existing benches to be painted.  Town Clerk to order paint from the decorator.

Guttering on the pavilion – find someone to do this.

c)Doorstep Green, Derby Road – solar lighting update.  Town Clerk to circulate quote and information from Altitude lighting to council.

d) Street Cleaning in Wesham – no update 

e) Benches - Town Clerk showed Council the benches from Glasdons and the quote.  Received 5% discount for 4 benches.   Council agreed that they should now be ordered at the Council Meeting on 23rd September 2025.  Town Clerk to go ahead with the order.
Bench required on Fleetwood Rd near the playing fields as it is broken.  On Derby Road Dog Walk.  Outside the Community Centre.  One needed on Mowbreck Lane.  Town Clerk to ask Open Spaces Contractor if they would fix them into the ground.  Consider putting plaques on them 

25/104  HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS
The Town Clerk to contact LCC regarding possibility of putting disabled parking spaces outside the Coop and hairdressers on Weeton Road.  Waiting for response.  Network rail to respond regarding signage to Railway Station car park.

25/105  GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE
J Priestley to terminate the Sage Accounting subscription - Received confirmation of completion from PKF Littlejohn regarding the accounts.  Finance meeting to be arranged for November.  Date to be agreed 
The Accounts for August were checked and approved by Council.  
The Sum up funds for bar have been transferred in full to WCC account
To discuss whether an up to date valuation of the building is required.  Face to face valuation £1250 or desktop valulation is £250.  Add the barrier on Fleetwood Road to the insurance.

25/106  HUMAN RESOURCES

25/107  WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE
A Community Centre meeting is arranged for Tuesday, 4th November at 7 pm.  New furniture for the bar arrived.  New fire doors to be ordered.  

25/108 PATHWAY BY SCOUT HUT AND BACK OF GARDENS AT CHURCH WALK – 
Council are still looking into the historical facts about the origin of the pathway.   The C of E school bursar has been contacted and they are looking into finding  records regarding the original planning permission.   The Town Clerk has received information from FBC regarding the plans at the time.  Town Clerk to contact Aedas who drew up the original plans. 

25/109  WEBSITE  – Email addresses.  Easywebsites will need to contact those Councillors who are waiting for their council email address 

25/110  MAYORAL CHAIN AND REGALIA
Cllr E Bickerstaffe has identified a local jeweller who would be able to help in adding new links and obtain pendants required.

25/111 BOWLING CLUB 
5 members of the Bowling Club attended the meeting to discuss on going use of the toilet facilities at the community centre.

The bowling club stated they have tried to get funding for their own toilet facilities but not had any luck from external sources.   The Bowling Club mentioned using the toilets at the back of the Community Centre building and knocking through the wall to be able to do this.  
The issue of safeguarding was mentioned as we have other groups using the hall at the same time as the Bowling Club fixtures.  Some members of the bowling club are DBS checked.
The situation regarding use of the toilet facilities and possibility of building their own facility will be discussed in the next council meeting in October - all points discussed were taken on board.  The Bowling Club can continue using the toilet facilities for the time being.

Discuss SLA - T Ascroft for maintenance of bowling green

25/112 ALLOTMENTS - The land at Fleetwood Road is rented through Northern Trust - a historical agreement.  Invoice now paid

25/113  REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Wreaths have been ordered.  Road closures have been applied for.  Town Clerk to send invitations out in the next two weeks.  Cllr L Bickerstaffe to discuss order of service with the new vicar and N Barnes - Scouts.

25/114  SLA MAINTENANCE OF PLAY AREAS
Parish Play charges for 2026/27. This is for the inspection and maintenance regime for Wesham. Please note that this has had a 4.80% uplift based on RPI as per the SLA agreement.  Increase from £8492.86 for 2025-26 to £8900.52 for 2026-27 - Add to Precept for next financial year.
25/115  ANNUAL/BI-ANNUAL MEDLAR WITH WESHAM NEWSLETTER
This was discussed and will try to produce a newsletter for Spring 2026

25/116  NEXT COUNCIL MEETING DATE - Tuesday, 18th November
The Xmas tree lighting is planned for 29th November.  Cllr Bickerstaffe to confirm.
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